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OUR LIBRARY. 


sentiment is voiced in the following words : “It is hopeless 
and unnecessary to attempt to keep up with current literature. 
Hereafter it may be necessary to make some struggle to 
keep abreast of the new books as they pour from the press ; 
but let some of the leisure of youth be spent upon 'standard’ 
authors that have lived through, at least, twenty years of 


praise and blame.” 

The final chapter on “Young Maidenhood” should prove 
of great interest to all mothers. One quotation in this 
section is of extreme importance : “ The girl wants a career, 
a distinct path of life for her own feet to tread, quite as much 
as does the boy. But the girl will be provided for, it is said, 
while the boy must be made able to support himself and a 
family by his labour of head or hands. That is not the 
point: people are beginning to find out that happiness 
depends fully as much upon work as on wages. It is work, 
work of her very own, that the girl wants ; and to keep her 
at home waiting for a career which may come to her or may 
not, but which it is hardly becoming in her to look forward 
to, is, to say the least of it, not quite fair. The weak girl 
mopes and grows hysterical ; the strong-minded girl strikes 
out erratic lines for herself; the good girl makes the most 
of such employments as are specially hers; but often with 
great cravings for more definite, recognised work.” 


Jivery statement in this book is utterly sensible and 
entirely free from fads. I note that Miss Masons 
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At the end of the first rearrangement, when the garden was 
cleansed from choking weeds and all the roots and bulbs 
which could be found were put back in their places, one had 
to wait patiently and see what they might be, since it was 
no use to plant things which might already be there, or to 
add others that might be incongruous to them. Some damage 
was certainly done in the great clearing away. Afterwards, 
people who knew the place before my time pointed out 
where there had been a lot of Adder’s Tongue and Moon- 
wort ferns. If I had known that before, we would have 
tried to save them. Happily the Adder’s Tongue came 
again, but the Moonwort never did. The spot where 
Fritillaries had flourished never knew them more, though 
one would have supposed that the bulbs would have borne 
lifting and replacing. I have since introduced them into 
other parts of the garden, but they have not thriven, and 
the reason is still to be discovered. The agent who let the 
place had indicated a triangular bed where there had been 
something very good indeed, but he could not remember 
what it was! Groups of long stemless leaves emerged 
from the ground, like huge Hyacinth leaves, but wider 
and much longer. Flower stems arose from their midst, 
strong, succulently stiff, studded thick with dark flower buds 
on all the upper part. They grew two or three feet high, 
and still higher; white streaks appeared in the dark buds. 
We all wondered and asked everyone likely to know what 


they could be, and no one seemed to recognise these strange 
forms. At last, and long before the flowers opened, it came 
suddenly to the gardener, and she wondered why she had no. 
seen it sooner ; only it was not as garden 

had been seen before or in leafy summer but m the Crre 

temoles at Paestum, and in early March, for these were 
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mounts up six feet high, its graceful spikes well thrown up 
by a background of dark Yew. In June days it has been 
called the queen of the garden. It forms fruit here: orange 
and red spheres bigger than currants, that look like berries, 
but are not succulent ; and I believe that it seeds itself, 
for it has appeared recently in a spot that knew it not before. 
There is a big plant of it in so shady a nook that it never 
flowers, and it would have been given away long ago but 
that the digging up is so great a task from the depth to 
which it grows. 

Close to the clump of Asphodel is another important plant 
that reigns supreme in October and November days, Pampas 
Grass, Gynerium argenteum, in flowering-time even taller than 
Asphodel, and thrown up by the same sombre background of 
Yew. What space it takes with its narrow arching leaves, 
serrated and sharp as a saw ! I try to restrain their spreading 
proclivities by a fine wire some one or two feet above ground. 
In April or May a long morning may be well spent in 
patiently cutting out one by one the old and browning canes 
to set the new ones free from the untidy debris of last year’s 
growth. Living in a spot that is shady in late summer and 
autumn, this plant sends up sprays of bloom that excel in 
size rather than number. It sends out offsets too : a smaller 
p ant appearing at the side every other year or so. When 
moved away one of these quickly surpassed the parent, as 
young t mgs are apt to do ; but situation may also have had 
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next year or the year after they have used it up and appear 

7 m ?. re ’ A ^ 18 a g °° d cha P ter on “How to let well 
alone. I hat is a quiescent state difficult to maintain. 
When one comes into possession of a new garden, one is so 
full of one s own ideas and so eager to realize them. The joy 
of action is greater than that of restful appreciation, and so 
has been spoilt more than one fine old garden. 

Another of the many many books on gardens, The Praise 
of Gardens , is an epitome of the literature of the garden art, 
a work not “ now for the first time set adrift upon the flowing 
tide of garden literature, old or new, but one that made a 
first appearance fifteen years ago almost as a pioneer in the 
revival of garden books.” Beginning with portions of an 
Egyptian manuscript of the 19th dynasty, about B.C. 1300, 
with Solomon, with Homer, with Xenophon, it runs through 
the whole gamut of the unknown and the well-known. A 
book for a long winter evening, when there is time to wonder 
at the antiquity, the unchanging ways of human thought and 
deed, and how there is no new thing under the sun. In a 
book that is made up of that which is old and of that which 
is new, the maturer mind turns instinctively to the well- 
known passages to enjoy them again, and so to Bacon’s 
classic words of some three hundred years ago : ‘‘ God 
Almighty first planted a garden ; and indeed it is the purest 
of humane pleasures. It is the greatest refreshment to the 
spirit of man, without which buildings and palaces are but 
gross handy-works. And a man shall ever see, that when 
ages grow to civility and elegancy, men come to build 
stately, sooner than to garden finely ; as if gardening were 
the greater perfection.” 5 Armitt. 


